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From the Desk of
Larry E. Tise

The two most important
colonial maps of the North
American continent are Henry
Popple’s 1733 map, “4 Map of
the British Empire in America *
and the 1755 map of John
Mitchell, “4 Map of the British
Colonies in North America)’
Both were published in London.
The former was the first official
large scale map, bound into an
atlas, published “with the
approbation of the Lords
Commissioners of Trade and
Plantations” and endorsed by
the famous astronomer Edmund
Halley. The latter, geographically
more accurate, was used to define
the boundaries between the
United States and the British
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Possessions (future Canada) in the
1783 treaty settling the American
Revolution.

Benjamin  Franklin  expressed
interest in both of these maps and
was active in supporting the efforts
of another map maker, Lewis Evans.
Evans published an important map of
Pennsylvania and the adjacent
colonies.

In 1745, Benjamin Franklin was
consulted by James Alexander, a
lawyer and member of the East New
Jersey Board of Proprietors (and
also Surveyor General of New
Jersey), in regard to publishing a
small group of three New Jersey
maps. BF advised the Surveyor
General “that Lewis Evans of
Philadelphia proposes to do copies
of these maps at a total cost of 37
pounds.” TIn July, 1746, Benjamin
Franklin forwarded to Lewis Evans
the grand sum of 33 pounds, and six
shillings, which Alexander had
dispatched to the printer on July 4,
1746, ‘for Lewis Evans for
contracting Map No. 3” (one of the
maps from the New Jersey lot).
These 3 maps were “Published by
Subscription;  Printed by James

Parker in New York 1747; and a
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and Benjamin Franklin, in Philadelphia; Price bound,
and Maps, Three Pounds; plain and sticht only, Fifty
Shillings, Proclamation Money.”"

The maps of New Jersey were a precursor to Lewis
Evans’ famous “Map of Pensilvania, New Jersey, New-
York, and the Three Delaware Counties” published in
1749. The map had special Franklin interest because
Evans printed in one of the empty spaces, some data on
northeast storms and thundergusts. BF provided Evans
with this information. Although Franklin developed his
theory about the course of northeast storms in 1743,
Lewis Evans’ 1749 map was the first published statement
of that theory.! 1In July 1971, the American
Philosophical Society put out an interesting pamphlet by
Walter Klinefelter entitled, “Lewis Evans and his
Maps,” in which Gazette readers may find extensive
additional information.

At about the same time, in a May 22, 1746 letter to
William Strahan, Franklin ordered “two setts of Popple’s
Mapps of N. America, one bound, the other in Sheets,
they are for our Assembly.” The Henry Popple map was
printed on 20 large sheets, which when joined, resulted in
an enormous wall map 8 feet by 8 feet (2401 mm height
by 2335 mm width.) It usually came with a more
manageable small reduction of the big map called an
Index (or Key) map - approximately 20 inches by 20
inches. A copy of this Key map is reproduced here.
The map was sold, bound into an atlas for the price of 1
pound, 16 shillings, and 6 pennies. It could also be

more terrible than thunder; for when the wind blows
out of the South, their dismal roaring may be heard
more than 15 leagues off.” The inset of Niagara Falls
is reproduced here.'

The American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia,
has, in its possession, one of three unique copies of the
Henry Popple map in an unrecorded edition 3. This
edition contains an unusual paste-down of the Georgia
section of the map. The other two known locations of
this edition of the map are: The Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation and the Public Record Office in Kew,
England. The author has discovered 8 editions of the
map (published between 1733 and circa 1740) to exist.

Franklin’s interest in John Mitchell’s 1755 map was
more than casual. Apparently Dr. Mitchell was his
good friend. In a lengthy June 26, 1755 letter to Peter
Collinson, Franklin offered to sell Mitchell’s map, just
as he sold the maps of Lewis Evans. BF states that he

“shall be glad to see Dr. Mitchell's Map, and will
endeavour to sell some for him if he sends them. "

The Mitchell map was published in many editions,
including French, Dutch, and Italian. One of the later
editions was used by Benjamin Franklin and the
opposing British parties to negotiate a territorial
settlement of the American Revolution in 1783. This
so called “red-lined” Mitchell map (with manuscript
red lines drawn on the map during negotiations) is
probably the most important map in the history of the
United States. It resides in the British Library in

purchased on linen in a format called, “On Rollers and London where it was deposited by the British Royal

Colour’d,”" for the price of 2 pounds, 12 shillings, and 6
pennies. In an October 19, 1748 letter to Strahan, BF
acknowledged receipt of the maps. They arrived in April,
1747, taking almost a year for arrival in America.

Family.

As a note of interest for collectors of Americana - a
second copy of the “red-lined” Mitchell map came up
for sale recently at a Sotheby’s auction in London. It

While Franklin appreciated maps of America, one can was advertised as having contemporary manuscript
note his casual attitude toward maps of other parts of the redlines, just like the British royal copy. The estimated
world. In that same May 22, 1746 letter to Strahan, BF value was over 100,000 pounds. However, the map
says, “P.S. 1forgot to mention, that there must be some failed to sell. Research on the inks used on the map,
other Ia’ge Map of the whole World’ or of Asia’ or indicated that the red lines,' although Old, were added in
Africa, or Eurape, of equal Size with Popple’s to match the 19th century, rather than in 1783.
it; they being hung, one on each side of the Door in the Frugal Benjamin Franklin would have been amazed to
Assembly Room; if none can be had of equal Size, send find that at Sotheby’s Welsh Collection sale in New
some Prospects of principal Cities, or the like, to be York onJune 13, 1991, a copy of the Mitchell map sold
pasted on the Sides, to make up the Bigness.”' for $45,100, the Popple map sold for $18,700.

Henry Popple’s map was also referred to by Franklin in
his 1748 edition of Poor Richard. His almanac for the 173, papers of Benjamin Franklin, Yale University Press, 1959-
Month of December contains the following colorful , Edited by Leonard W. Labaree.
statement regarding a map detail of Sheet 6 and the inset
of Niagara Falls, which can be found in the upper left
corner of the Popple map: “The fall of Niagara, which The author is a Computer Science college professor,
Popple’s map lays down in the N-West corner of this With an interest in map collecting. He teaches at the
province, is, according to Henepin, compounded of twvo Wood Tobe-Coburn School in Manhattan. The
great cross streams of water, and two falls, with an isle results of his research on the 1733 Henry Popple
sloping along between. The waters fall from a horrible map, where he discovered five new editions, will be
precipice above 600 foot, and foam and boil in an published shortly.
hideous manner, making an outrageous noise,
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‘ questions. Enjoy the fine surfing on whenever she plays the Armonica.
Surf s Up! Not on the shore but this web site. She has also recorded an album of
on the internet. From time to time Who is Yatri? Armonica playing called Crystal
I’ll do some internet surfing and find To find out... tap into the web site: Spirit at the request of guests at the
interesting web sites for Friends of http://crystalmusic.com Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health
Franklin to explore. /yatri. html#Yatri in Lenox, Massachusetts. As a
For a history of the Glass Armonica and find out more about this frequent guest of the meditation and
contact web site: wonderful musician and her album of relaxation programs there, people

http://crystalmusic.com/history. html Armonica playing. Yatri combines who heard her play the Armonica
This web site features several herinterest in the healing arts as well wanted to be able to take that kind
interesting components about BF as an impressive background as a of relaxation home with them. So,
and Glass Music including the origin classical musician. As a concert on a hot summer day in July, 1995,
of the Armonica, its popularity in pianist, she recorded and toured accompanied by Grammy-award-
England and Europe, and a segment internationally for ten years. She has winning recording engineer, Chris
on Franklin as an Armonica Player. taught at the University of Western Brown, Yatri recorded the album.
There is a story printed in an early Ontario and in the classical music She refused to add synthesizer
Irish dictionary of how, upon his world she is known as Kathryn Root. background to the Armonica,
return to America, while Franklin’s When she was first introduced to because she wanted the music to be
wife was asleep, he went up to the the unique sounds of “glass music” in the original pure state it was
attic of his Philadelphia home and set by Eric Cadesky of Toronto, she meant to be in, as it was in Franklin’s
up his Armonica, which she had not became fascinated. Since having her time.
yet heard. Upon completing this, he Armonica made for her in 1989, her  What would Ben have said? Yatri
started to draw forth its “angelick crystal music has been heard on film is pretty sure that inventors such as
strains.” Floating down from above, soundtrack and she has also Ben Franklin would have been
these sounds were apparently so performed live musical impro- excited about today’s technological
heavenly, that “his wife awakened visation within dance and theatre possibilities. She says, “One reason
with the conviction that she had died performance. , the Armonica was so popular in his
and gone to heaven and was listening Yatri’s basic nature is quiet and day was because it had so many
to the music of angels.” \ gentle. In spite of having spent more sound capabilities than the
You can read reviews of Franklin’s much of her life in the limelight of plucking sound of the harpsichord.
performances, and obtain a list of at the concert stage, her greatest Today, to be able to sustain a sound
least 300 works of classical music spiritual rewards have come from is not a big idea. But in the late
written for the glass armonica. playing music for the dying. Onher 1700’s it was pretty unusual.”
There are also references to the Wweb page, Yatri informs the browser I mentioned these web sites to
Armonica and illness (Fanning the of how she got involved with the someone at Corning Glass Works
Flames of Madness), as well as His- Armonica. She takes you on her and they tapped into them with glee.
torical Hysterical Events. You can OWn journey of serenity and peace I hope all our surfing Friends log on
find answers to frequently asked that the crystals have had on her and enjoy them too!
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From the desk of Larry
E. Tise |
continued from Page 1

The Frankliniana Collection at The
Franklin Institute Science Museum
(TFI) provides the Benjamin
Franklin Memorial with a unique
interpretive resource. A number of
items from the Collection are on
public display in the Memorial’s
Franklin Hall-the inking pads and
inking stone from Franklin’s
Philadelphia print shop, his 1747
Electro-Static Machine, and a lap
~desk used for correspondence from
London in 1757, to name just a few.
These artifacts help tell the story of
Franklin’s public life as a printer,
scientist, and statesman, res-
pectively. But on the shelves in our
collections’ storage areas, there are
many more Franklin-related objects
not often seen by the public. TFI’s
Frankliniana holdings consist of well
over 100 artifacts and visual
images—paintings, prints, and draw-
ings—documenting various aspects
of Franklin's multi-facetted career.
They range from Franklin’s family
bible to the type foundry printing
equipment and tools, used at his
printing operations in France. There
are also a number of “relics” of
Franklin’s personal and public past,
such as a swatch of his famous
“ceremonial” coat and a fragment of
the wrought iron lightning rod he
fashioned for the house of John
Wister, one of Philadelphia’s most
distinguished wine merchants and
chemists, located in the 200 block of
Market Street. These museum
holdings offer us powerful icono-
graphic and material sources for
interpreting the  social and
intellectual life of 18th century
America’s most extraordinary public
figure. In the issues to follow, the
“Frankliniana, Off the Shelf’ feature
will profile one or a specific
collection of artifacts that comprise
the Institute’s Frankliniana Collec-
tion. We hope you will find them of
interest.




Wedgwood’s “Franklins”
to be Exhibited at the

American Philosophical Society
by Emily Croll
Assistant Curator, American Philosophical Society

Opening in November of this During the 1770’s, Josiah Wedg- of other APS members and related
= : S wood’s firm created at least eight dignitaries. i '

year, the Library of the American gifrerent likenesses of Franklin  The exhibition will be on view to
Philosophical Society will present an geniciino him as a classical hero with  the public from November 7, 1996
exhibition on Josiah Wedgwood and g o robes and flowing locks, as until April 15, 1997 in the lobby of
Benjamin Franklin. The exhibition ,, Enlightenment philosophe wear- Library Hall, 105 South Fifth Street
will feature more than twenty ing a fur cap like that of Jean Jacques in Philadelphia, a half block from
portrait medallions, plaques, and pqycceay and as an English Independence Hall.
cameos of Franklin and will highlight gentleman in bag wig and court  Open hours are Monday through
both the beauty and fine jrecs The American Philosophical Friday, 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
craftsmanship of Wedgwood cera- gqciety’s exhibition will include
mics and the important role played examples of all of these images of
by Josiah Wedgwood in creating and Franklin, as well as related objects

disseminating the image of Franklin and Wedgwood portrait medallions
throughout Europe and the United

- States. The exhibition will draw
upon the Society’s collection, as
well as loans from museums and
private individuals, including Friends
members Richard Margolis and Phil
Greenslet. Friends Treasurer, Roy
Goodman is assisting with the
organization of the exhibition.

Although it is uncertain whether
Wedgwood and Franklin ever met,
they were both fellows of the Royal &%
Society of London and they shared a
love of science and many close
friends including Joseph Priestley
and Erasmus Darwin. Franklin and
Wedgwood corresponded on at least
one occasion — in 1788 regarding
the abolition of slavery. Included in’
the exhibition will be the rare Wedg-
wood “Slave Medallion,” sent by

Wedgwood to Franklin on this
occasion, and destined to become
one of this country’s earliest
emblems in the fight to abolish
slavery. The Philosophical Society
owns one of the very few remaining
“Slave Medallions,” as well as the
original correspondence from Wedg-
wood to Franklin.
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Handle your tools without mittens;
remember that the cat in gloves, catches no mice.
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R S If you ride a horse, sit close and tight,
if you ride a man, sit easy and li ght,
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Beware of little expenses;
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a small leak will sink a great ship. !

Tis hard for an emply bag to stand upright.
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at the membership rates indicated below.

Life Members (individuals) $1,000
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Sustaining Friend $ 100
Franklin Friend ‘ $ 50
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(Libraries and Educators only)

Send checks made payable to:
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¢ Friends of Franklin Board Meeting - Williamsburg ..... Nov. 6, 1996, 2:30-4:30 p.m.

Benjamin Franklin’s Historic Williamsburg and Virginia Tour ..... Nov. 6-10, 1996
Benjamin Franklin Symposium, Philadelphia, PA................ May 30-31, 1997

Benjamin Franklin’s Historic England ...................... October 21-27, 1997




